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What’s

Business and Finance o

HE WHITE HOUSE is pre-
paring to award a confract
valued at as much as $200 mil-
lion to begin rebuilding a post-
war Iraq. At least five U.5. engi-
neering firms, including Bech-
tel, Fluor and Halliburton, have
been asked to submit bids.
= ChevronTexaco has stopped
unloading crude oil from Iragi
ports. Other U.S. oil firms also
have curtailed purchases, possi-
bly for fear of political backlash.
(Articles on Pages A2 and AS)
*® »* *
= The economy lost 208,000 nona-
gricultural jobs in February, the
biggest drop since the aftermath
of Sept. 11, 2001, in a sign busi-
ness conditions are deteriorating,
(Article on Page AZ)
*® * #
m UAL workers lost their major-
ity voting power and veto rights
on the board after labor's stake
in the airline fell below 20%.
m United and other airlines have
few protective hedges in place
for jet fuel, potentially exposing
them to huge price increases.
(Articles on Page A3)
W " ®
m GE's pension plan continues
to be overfunded, even though
its liabilities increased 9%, ac-
cording to the annual report.
larticle on Page AZ)
* * =
m Capital One told some inves-
tors of an insider-frading probe
and finance chief’s resignation be-
fore publicly disclosing the news.
{article on Fage C1)
#* L *
m The number of immigrants in
the U.S. is continuing to surge,
despite the economic downturn
and tighter border controls.
[Article on Page B2)
- -* k.3
m A Global Crossing report criti-
cizes law [irm Simpson Thacher
for its handling of a letter that
raised accounting conecerns.
inemicke G Fage B3

News
World-Wide 4}

s THE ULN. MOVED toward a fate-
ful vote this week over war in Iraqg.
With diplomatic stakes excruciat-
ingly high, Powell said he may be
able to garner a majority in a vote
that could come as s0on as Lomor-
row, but that would be moot if veto

.

i threats are carried out. France, em-

boldened by inspectors’ reports Fri-
day that said recent Baghdad compli-
ance has been encouraging, leaned
on African allies to oppose the 1.5.-
British resolution that sets a March
1T cutoff. A British cabinet minister
threatened to quit if London goes to
war without U.N. backing. A high-
level Arab delegation is due in Bagh-
dad soon. (Column 5 and Page Alb)
The Turkish ruling-party chief, who
favors letting the U8, invade from
his nation, won an election that will
make him prime minister shortly.

A U.N. observer force om the Irag-
Kuwait border has begun o pullout.
* #* )

m North Korea warned all ships it
plans a Sea of Japan missile test by
Wednesday. Powell again rejected
direct talks with Pyongvang. but a
Japanese report emerged of a back-
channel effort in Berlin last month.
L ¥ *
m [srael killed a top Hamas leader
and three guards and has seized a
northern Gaza security zone. Friday,
two Palestinians dressed as yeshiva
students were killed in 2 West Bank
raid that left an Israeli couple dead.
® Palestinian Jawmakers convene [0-
day to delineate powers of the new
premier, Mahmoud Abbas. An aide
said that Arafat, despite U5, opposi-
tion, plans to retain control over se-
curity forces and peace negotiations.
¥ * *
m Afrhanistan’s Karzai plans an of-
fensive to disarm warlords. Reports
of seven detentions in the southwest
Friday set off unfounded speculation
that two bin Laden sons were caught.
- % *

=
m Iran’s nuclear is more ad-
vanced than had been thought and
U.N. inspectors should more closely
monitor it as a bid to acquire atomic
arms, senior Bush aides are warning.
® An Argentine judge asked Interpol

! to arrest four lrapian diplomats in
a 1994 attack on a Jewish center that
killed 85. Tehran denied involvement.
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A Home on the Web:

- The Afghan Struggle
' For Internet Domain |

* * *

i
New Nation Lacks Essentials, i '

But at Least It Has “.at"; ' _
;, Searching for Mr. Razeeq / |

By BILL SPINDLE

NEW YORK-In the data room of a4 |
Uinited Nations office building, a tiny |
piece of Afghanistan's soversignty re- |
sides on a computer the size of a large |
pizza box: the .af Internet domain. :

Across the globe in Kabul, the gov- |
ernment has begun to fill it with e-mail
and Web-site addresses all ending with
the distinctive .af. This is Afghanistan’s |
“little slice”™ of the Internet, sayvs Marc
Lepage, a 2%-year-old U.N. hand who |
spearheaded the Afghan government's
yearlong effort to claim this patch of |
cvberspace, |

In the grand scheme of Afghanistan’s |
reconstruction, the right to control who |
uses the .af suffix mav seem a small |
comfort for a country still unable to !
bring its citizens basics such as food,
education and freedom from violence. |
But winning control of the domain—es
septially a seat at the highest level of the
Internet’s organizational hierarchy—was
a hard-fought victory. i

The domain had to be wrested (rom
an elusive Afghan man with apparent |
connections to the militant world of the
previous Taliban regime. Technical obsta-
cles included a communications ministry
without heat and a |
scarcity of exper- |
enced engineers in- |
side the countrv. |

cause Afrhanistan

still doesnt have |
the people and tech- |
nology to support I
the domain within |
its own borders. |
\ sovernment offi- |
= AV cials hope the .af |
Marc Lepage domain will be the |

computer industry, and a sign to the out- |
sme_ world that Afghanistan is open _for
business, “It's a step into the information

age”  sayvs  Mohammad  Masoom
Stunakzai, the minister of communici-
tions,

the Taliban aban- |
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1sh’s budget would restltTn def-
totaling $1.82 triliion over the
decade, according to a CBO re-
Friday that didn't factor in the
ntial price tag for a war on Irag.

" L * ¥
‘nate debate begins this week
hill to ban certain late abor-
<, a ritual being played out this
against the backdrop of a pres-
i eager to sign such legislation.
¥ #® *
ilippine gunmen seized a bus,
d two-and took 40 hostages on a
aern isle. Manila charged Moro
nic Liberation Front leaders in
week's Davao airport bombing.
* * L ]
ind plans to move about 560,000
# & year from areas where de-
ment prospects are poor. Mean-
-, & farm worker was arrested in
it Beijing university bombings.
E 3 S * .
e .5, has imposed sanctions
‘rozen the assets of Mugabe and
*top Zimbabwe officials, actions
v taken against a head of state.
#* * *
=+ INS Friday freed a nephew of
-tani President Musharraf. He
12ld two weeks for an expired
1 a foreed-registration program.
" * *
mnian Serbs were ordered to pay
million to help Muslims bury
from the Srebrenica massacre
andmark court ruling on Friday.
* - -
3A studied data suggesting a”
linute bid to override Colum-
autopilot, but investigators ap-
skeptical of that interpretation.
* w* *
to 40% of a strep family may
iistant to both penicillin and
somyein by 2004, according to a
rd study in the journal Nature.
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computer industry, and a sign to the out- |

side world that Afghanistan is open for
business. “It’s a step inte the information
age,”  sav:  Mohammad  Masoom
Stapakzai. ithe minister of communica-
tions.

A month after the Taliban
doned Kabu! in November 2001,
U.N. Development Program, backed by
the new government in Kabul, ap-
proached the body responsible for as-
signing Internet domains. The LULN.
wanted the Afghan government and
LU.N. agencies located in the couniry to
have the .al designation.

Bur a check of the records at the inde- |

pendent Internel Assigned Numbers Au-
thority, known as the IANA, showed the
suffix was already taken. The domain
was registered to a man named Abdul
Razeeg, who gave Kabul as his address.

Thats about the time Mr. Lepage
arrived in Kabul for the first time. Mr.
Lepage was an old hand at plugging
out-of-the-way places into the Internet.
He had been part of a small team of

information-technology specialisis work-
ing for the U.N. Based in Kuala Lum- |

pur, Malaysia, the five-person leam spe-
cialized in helping developing countries
get on the Internet.

Few wired up easily. After vears of
politely ignoring U.N. offers of help, the
Himalayan Kingdom of Bhutan, a land

where both television and the Internet |

were illegal, suddenly phoned up in
March 1339 to ask whether the U.N. could
get the nation online by June 2 of that
vear. The date marked the 25th anniver-
sary of King Jigme Singye Wangchuck's
coronation.

The team worked lobg hours (o meet |

the deadline. Among the issues resolved
along the wayv: Bhutan's two-letter code,
.bt, was already registered by British
Telecommunications PLC. Although the
company was involved in the Bhutan
project—providing the main trunk line
[rom Bhutan to the outside world —it took
some persuading before its marketing
arm agreed to give up the .bt designa-
tion, according to Mr. Lepage. BT offi-

cials said they had never used the desig- |
nation amyway and were happy to give it |

up to Bhutan. Mr, Lepage w
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1 lm'-lll leb Tahe  owveer
manded Mr. Mark,
according o others
who were present.
= Just naming
narmes isn't
enough,” said Mr.
Mark, the chair-
man and chief exec-
utive of Colgate-Fal-
molive Co. “The
most important de-
cision we'll make is
picking Sandy’s suc-
cessor.”

Turning o
| Franklin Thomas,
| co-head of the succession panel, Mr.
| Mark said that the [full board ~always
i needs to be fully informed and invoived™

in the succession matter. especially in
| this era of heightened attention to corpoe-
| rate governance.
“What do you want to do, add three
| more hours to every board meeting?”
I shot back succession-committee member
| Andrall Pearson, a former president of
. PepsiCo Inc. “Why not let the committes
do its work?”

Mr. Mark finished up his board duties
and walked upstairs to Mr. Weill's office—
where he said he wanted to leave the

hoard.
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- For Bush, Outcome of U.N.
! Could Have Effects Beyon

By CarLa Axwe ROBBINS

| WASHINGTON—President Bush has
just a few days to puil off a diplomatic vic-
tory at the United Nations or proceed with-

against Irag that could have consequences
! reaching far beyond the showdown with
Saddam Hussein.

Already, the hitter divisions on the
Security Council may make it less likely

| 0il and Postwar Plans

| = U.5. will award a big contract for
rebuilding postwar Irag, page A3

8 ChevronTexaco has stopped load-
ing crude oil from Iragi porls, A5

® Turkish election may aid U.5., Al6

| the Iragi leader will suddenly decide to
give up his forbidden missiles and chemi-
cdl and biological weapons to avert a
war. In the long run, a decision to fight
without the TLN.'s blessing could under-
mine British Prime Minister Tony Blair
{ at home and make it barder for America
| to rely on the U.N. in the North Korean
| nuclear crisis.

| With the stakes that high, the U5
| and Britain are pushing hard for a Secu-
! rity Council vote this week on a resolu-
! tion authorizing the forcible disarming of
i Iraq. Officials from both countries vester-
i day began sounding more hopeful that
| they can rallv the nine votes necessary
for its passage. These officials said they
helieve that, among the six undecided
| Council members, they've won over Cam-
Angola and Pakistan, with Chile,

L eroon,

out broad international support in a war .

Mexico and Guinea

{ lobbied. Bulgaria and

spansoring the resol
tain ves votes.

But France and E
nent members of the

The Lineup
Whare United Nations
members stand now ©
resolution giving lraq .

5 CLEARLY IN FAVOR:
US*, UK *, Spain,
8 CLEARLY OPPOSED
France*, Syria, Germ

2% THOUGHT TO BE LE:
Camerogn, Angola, £

() OM THE FENCE:
Chile, Maxico, Guine.

have publicly declared
sition and hinted they
toes. Still, 118, official
Russia will ahstain. In
heated atmosphere, ar
vertain. France's forei:
nigue de Villepin, lefi
Flegse Turn o Py
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Afghanistan Struggles to Take Control of Its Internet Domain

Continued From First Page
the Bhutanese capital of Thimphu when,
after some ceremonial chanting by
manks, Queen Ashi Dorji Wangmo Wang-
chuk fired off the first e-mails with the
bt domain o some Bhulanese students
OVEISEHS.

Mr. Lepage had also worked in East
Timor, which won its independence
from Indonesia in 1999, The newly inde-
pendent nation needed years o get the
suffix it wanted. To get the country
around the biggest roadblock—a man in
[reland who owned rights o the coun-
try's logical domain and refused to give
them up—Mr. Lepage's boss paid the
£10 fee oul of his own pocket to buy the
domain east-limororg and gave it o the
government. Only now 15 thatl being
phased out in$avor of Bast Timor's new
domain .41 (for the country's official
name Timor-Leste).

Mr, Lepage came to Kabul as the de-
velopment  program’s  telecommunici-
tions point man for the country. He went
to work trying (o find Mr. Rageeq, the
man who had registered .ol back in 197,
But Mr. Lepage didn’t have any more
luck finding Mr. Razeeq than the [ANA
had been having since 2000, when it lost
touch with him. Mr. Razeeq had never
slgned up anyvone to nse the af suffix,

according to the IANA. The Taliban ve.
gime then outlawed the Internet in Au-
gust 2001,

Mr. Lepage (raced Mr. Razeeg's
e-madl address W o service provider in
Pakistan, and [rom there to another
e-mail address to which messages had
been forwarded. Incoming tralfic to the
second address had been directed to yel

Officials hope the .af
domain will be the
seedbed for a local
computer industry.

another address, that one affiliated with
4 Web site. When Mr. Lepage opened the
Weh site, it was [illed with virulently anti-
Semitic and anti-11.8. slogans, mostly in
Arabic, says Mr. Lepage. The site has
since disappeared. Meanwhile, a fow peo-
ple scemed Lo recognize the name around
the communications ministry, but no one
knew where to find him. Many wondered
whether he was even alive.

By this time, however, the [ANA

opened a new route to cliiming the do-
main: If the new government could doc-
ument that Mr. Razeeq couldn’l be lo-
cated and had never pul the domain to
any use, then the .af domain could be
taken away [from hln under TANA
rules.

Butl that didn’t mean the IANA was
ready to let Afghanistan take over the
domain quite yel. For that to happen, the
government had to show it could support
an active domain--provide skilled engi-
neers to maintain registries of address-
ees, take care of multiple backup servers
and maintiin consistent security, among
other things on a long list of IANA re-
quiraments.

This was @ daunting challenze for a
ministey that operates oul of o 16-floor
conerete building in Kabul with no heat,
no elevalors and just two  bathrooms.
When Mr. Lepage moved his 25-person
staff into the building in Aogust, there
wiis no [urniture. Among his first prob-
lems was the lack of qualified techni-
cians in Afghanistan. He fouml Mu-
hammed Aslam, an Afghan working lor
an Internet-service provider In Pesha-
war, Pakistan. Mr. Aslam, who is now
taking over much of the day-to-duy tech-
nical work, will eventually oversee the
domain.

Bul this transition to local control,
like the U.N.'s overall plan to leave Al-
ghanistan, conld prove ricky. One prob-
lem: the salary diserepancy  belween
LLN.-paid workers in the country and
local stafl. Mro Aslam, who is on the
LN, payroll, makes 5600 g month in
L8, currency. Mr. Stanakzai, the tele-
communications minister, makes the
equivalent of 350 1 month in local cur-
FENCY.

Afghanistan isn'l currently up to the
task. Even with two backup generators,
power blackouts were too [requenl to
risk placing the .af domain's main serv-
ers there, For al least a year, the main
server and a hackup will remain in New
York. Two more servers were set up in
Kabul—one thatl will become the main
server and the other for training of
stall.

On o chilly diy —both inside and out-
side (he ministry=luie last month, Mr.
Lepage gol permission from Internel au-
thorities 1o bring the domain to Jife.
Copied to the communications minister,
the permssion was the first e-madl sent
out under an .al address. Mr Lepage
printed it ot and walked up a Coor o
show it o Mr Slipakeai, who wus
thrilled. He hadn'l wet checked his
e-mail.
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